[Melioidosis: an emerging tropical disease].
Melioidosis is an infection affecting both human and animal health. The causative agent is Burkholderia pseudomallei, a Gram-negative soil bacterium. Melioidosis is endemic in tropical areas of Southeast Asia and Northern Australia, and sporadic in many other countries. Clinical presentation is variable ranging from acute septicemia, isolated pulmonary infection, or chronic granulomatous lesions to asymptomatic forms with positive serology. There is no vaccine and treatment is difficult because B. pseudomallei is resistant to a wide range of antibiotics. Relapses are common. B. pseudomallei is listed as a biological risk class 3 and considered as a potential bioterrorism agent due to its high virulence by inhalation, to the difficulty of treatment, and to the lack of vaccine.